The Land League ; the Boycott ; and Mrs. O'Shea
them suffering from solitude* one of them ill and anxious,
one of them unhappily married, instantly loved each other*
Sudden love is* no doubt, a ridiculous thing, but it occurs*
Mrs* O'Shea tells us that, as she leant forward in the cab to
say good-bye to him, a rose fell out of her bodice on to her
lap* Parnell picked it up, pressed it to his lips, and placed
it in his button-hole* " This rose I found long years after-
wards done up in an envelope, with my name and the date,
among his most private papers, and when he died I laid it
upon his heart*"1 With that display of sentiment the
tragedy began* When Parnell returned from Paris he wrote
to Mrs* O'Shea, and she invited him again to dinner, asking
him to fix a date which would be convenient to him* He
suggested the following Friday, and on that evening, rather
late and looking frightfully ill, he arrived* The party was
a small one, and when dinner was over Mrs* O'Shea carried
her guests off to the Gaiety Theatre, where she and Parnell
sat together in a corner of the box* He must have been hungry
for a confidant, for hardly had they sat down together than he
began to tell her of his troubles, political and love* The whole
story of Miss Woods was poured into her receptive ears! * * *
Thereafter they were inseparable* She haunted the
Ladies* Gallery in the House of Commons* They drove
about in hansom cabs, along the Thames as far as Mortlake
and elsewhere, and once he drove her all the way from
Charing Cross to Eltham when she had missed her train*
They met one afternoon at Cannon Street Hotel, and were
about to enter the dining-room for tea, when he observed
some of his colleagues sitting there, and he hurriedly took
her to his private sitting-room* As they left the hotel, some
of the Irish members were standing about in the hall, but
he pretended that he did not see them* He had these queer
fits of secretiveness at regular intervals, and they were not
1 Charles Stewart Parnell, by Katharine O'Shea, voL i*, p* 136*
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